
EMPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC) 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 3 May 2017 at the      

Audit Hall, Empingham 
 

The meeting commenced at 7pm and concluded at 8pm. 

 

Present; Councillors (Cllrs) V Pheasant (Chairman), J Corby, D Duffin, P Ecclestone, N Johannessen, Mrs M Pollard 

and Mrs C Saunders, and the Clerk. 

Ward Councillors; G Waller  

Five members of the public. 

Apologies; Ward Councillor K. Bool 

 
1. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Following the request for a grant at the April Parish Council Meeting, a representatives from Empingham Primary 

Schools Parent Family Association (PFA) indicated she had had a meeting with the Open Gardens organizers and is 

content about the extent of cooperation between the two organisations. The PFA representative said net benefit has 

been between £1200.00 and £2000.00, and expected 2017 costs to be about £300. 

 

Pursuant to last month’s meeting the Chairman had discussed with the organisers of the Open Gardens event. At 

their request he has submitted note VRP 3-5-017, see Appendix A. 

 

A member of the public enquired as to why some of the white lines in the village had been refreshed while others 

had not, and asked if those that had been left would be refreshed at a later date. EPC noted the comments and hope 

to liaise with the Highways department at RCC in future. 

 

A member of the public spoke of a charity called Rapid Relief Team (RRT) who operate in most locations where the 

Plymouth Brethan Christian Church has members, and reported they would like to donate dog litter bins to 

Empingham village. Ward Councillor G. Waller had concerns RCC would not collect waste from bins provided from a 

source other than their own. EPC thanked the member of public for this kind generosity, and advised the Clerk would 

contact RCC for clarification. 

 

A member of public asked if the phone box on Audit Hall road could be re-painted. A Parish Councillor advised this 

phone box was the property of BT and that all enquiries should be redirected to BT. 

 

The Chairman asked members of the public if they were happy with the contractors carrying out work at Beckworth 

Grove. Residents agreed they were. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None. 

3. MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 5 APRIL 2017 

The draft minutes circulated by e-mail to Councillors and available at the meeting were approved as a true record of 

the meeting.  

4. MATTERS ARISING (not covered by other items) 

Councillor Johannessen and the Clerk will check the Minutes of the Meeting 22 March 2017 prior to them being 

signed by the Chairman. 

5. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION. 

The financial report as at 3 May 2017 attached (Appendix B) was noted with a minor correction that has been made. 

LRALC Membership renewal was agreed. 

Empingham PFA School Fete: EPC agreed to award the PFA a non- accountable grant for £250.00 towards their 

costs. 

The Clerk will advise the organisers accordingly. 



Empingham Open Gardens: EPC taking account of the note (appendix A) and advice taken from LRALC and NALC 

decided the best course of action was to award a grant for £350.00.  

The Clerk reported EPC’s insurance renewal had been received, and that there was a very small index linked 

increase. EPC agreed to the premium which is within a long term 3 year fixed price agreement. 

Financial Standing Orders: review ongoing. 

6. PLANNING. 

Validations; EPC noted the validation of planning application: 2017/0215/PTA 23 Willoughby Drive, Empingham, 

LE15 8PY. 2017/0274/CAT, Ladore, 6 Church Street, Empingham, LE15 8PN. 

Applications; The Clerk will report EPC had no observations on planning applications: 

2017/0267/FUL, Wheelwright Barn, Crocket Lane, Empingham, LE15 8PW. 

2017/0294/CAT, Stoneleigh, 49 Main Street, Empingham, LE15 8PR. 

2017/0302/FUL, 39 Willoughby Drive, Empingham, LE15 8PY. EPC conclude this is a good proposal that will enhance 

the look of the property. 

9. HIGHWAYS 

The Clerk reported EPC’s request for a zebra crossing to the A606 will not undergo feasibility during 2017/18, 

however it will automatically be reconsidered next year. Ward Councillor G. Waller suggested EPC re-apply with 

enhanced reasons. 

Further to the minutes of the April Meeting regarding the bus stop on Main Street near the Doctors Surgery, the 

Clerk will write to RCC and the bus company to report the problem raised and to seek a solution.  

Councillor C. Saunders reported excellent timely response from RCC to her complaint about water hydrants being 

proud of the pavement on Church Street. 

10. PLAY FIELD 

New Equipment: Ongoing 

11. CEMETERY 

The Clerk will contact Historic England to ascertain how EPC might proceed in getting the Second World War Plaque 

erected. 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 

Email re: Jane Forsyth 

Integrated Transport Capital Programme, Scheme Update: From RCC 

Changes to the Integrated Transport Capital Programme: From RCC 

Rutland CAMRA Branch 

Email regarding traffic through the village. 

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

A representative of the Garden Club reported the Garden Club were happy to Administer/advertise and judge the 

village Front Garden Competition funded by EPC for the next three years.  

The Garden Club propose that no distinction should be made between small and large gardens, and that the prize 

should simply be for the best garden (whether large or small). For 2017 we they intend to judge the gardens during 

late summer, as in previous years. In 2018 we propose to judge the best Spring Garden and in 2019 the best Early 

Summer (June) Garden. EPC approved this. 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

June 7th 2017 

July 5th 2017 

 

 
Date: 

Signed: 

Chairman of Empingham Parish Council  

 

 

 



Appendix A 

EMPINGHAM OPEN GARDENS 2017 (1&2 July) 

 

As agreed at EPC on 5 April I contacted the organisers to obtain further information. This included a useful 

meeting this morning with Tarn Dearden (effectively the leader of the 8 person group of volunteers 

organising the event). 

 

As stated in the May 2017 Rutland Water Benefice Magazine the purpose is to raise funds for St Peter’s 

Church Restoration Fund and the Audit Hall.  It is an ad hoc event instigated by volunteer residents. The 

last Empingham Open Gardens in 2013 raised over £ 6,000 net for St Peter’s Church Restoration Fund. This 

fund facilitates repairs and maintenance of, arguably, the principal building of historic interest in the 

village.     

 

The organisers record income and expenditure. As in 2013 they propose to advertise the outcome in the 

Rutland Water Benefice Magazine. 

 

The event is actively supported by the Chapel (confirmed by Mrs Ray), the Cricket and Social Club (who will 

both also obtain some consequential benefit from the sale of refreshments),the Garden Club, the 

Allotment association, and the Silver Mission Band.  At present there is no input by The White Horse Inn 

although they may get some benefit from visitors to the event. There has been liaison with the 

School/Village Fete though this came a little too late in practice to achieve better co-operation.  

 

The organisers seek EPC support towards the cost of the event and specifically the cost of 

promotion/printing (£3-400) which will be due shortly. They would easily be able to provide evidence of 

proper use of an EPC grant for or towards this specific cost.  This seems to offer a good opportunity for EPC 

to provide financial support (with minimum administration) for a community initiative that actively 

involves most of the village groups/organisations. 

 

With income from the sale of Programmes (£5 each) which allows entry to all 14 gardens, commercial 

advertising in the programme, refreshment sales from cream teas, Ploughman’s lunches and the Pimms 

Bar the event offers the prospect of much greater benefit to community facilities than could be achieved 

by EPC grants to the two designated benefitting organisations. The 2013 event was blessed with good 

weather and it may be difficult to repeat the exceptional net income that year. 

 

As to effective use of the funds by intended recipients Church Restoration Funds are subject to Church 

Council accounting requirements. The Audit Hall is a registered Charity and can only operate within the 

terms of that charity which relate to benefits to the Empingham community. 

 

Overall it is difficult to envisage a project that more actively involves many of the groups/organisations in 

the village (hopefully encouraging community spirit) and offers significant potential return on a modest 

financial input by EPC.  The lightest possible hand by local government seems entirely appropriate. Indeed 

EPC should consider how best to build on this initiative. 

 

VRP 3 -5-017    
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FINANCE REPORT MAY 2017
Balance reconciled with the bank on February 3 2017 £45861.21

PAYMENTS

24/02/2017 Clerks Salary £400.14

24/02/2017 Street Cleaning Services 5th December 2016-30th January 2017 £132.58

24/02/2017 Clerks Expenses for Postage Stamps and Printer paper £29.60

Total £562.32

INCOME

24/02/2017 Memorial RE: Tupper £72.00

01/03/2017 SSE Energy Supply £42.59

Total £114.59

£45,861.21 £562.32

£45,298.89 £114.59

Balance reconciled with bank as at 31/03/2017 £45,413.48

UNPRESENTED CHEQUES NET VAT

29/03/2017 Clerks Salary 15/02/2017-15/03/2017 £297.54 £0.00

29/03/2017 Clerks Expenses £7.65 £0.00

29/03/2017 Deemed Export re: School Solar Pannels. Empingham Primary School £6.06 £0.00

03/05/2017 Street Cleaning: N Saunders 06/02/2017-27/03/2017 £151.52 £0.00

03/05/2017 Biffa: Grave Levelling carried out in March 2017 £273.00 £54.60

03/05/2017 Lamin & White Payrol services £36.00 £7.20

03/05/2017 E.ON Electricity 01/01/2017-31/03/2017 £319.27 £15.96

03/05/2017 Clerks Salary 15/03/2017-15/04/2017 £374.49 £0.00

TOTAL £1,465.53 £77.76

£45,413.48 £1,543.29

INCOME £43,870.19

04/04/2017 Precept £15,000.00

03/05/2017 Memorial re: Clapton £56.00

TOTAL £15056.00

£43,870.19 £15,056.00

Estimated Balance as at 5th May 2017 £58,926.19



 

 

 

 

 


