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EMPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC) 

Draft Minutes of the (virtual) Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 9 December 2020  

The meeting commenced from 7pm, and finished at 8.35pm 
1. PRESENT 

Councillors; V. Pheasant (Chairman), H. Canham, J. Corby, D. Duffin, N. Newton, P. Ecclestone and the Clerk 

Ward Councillor; G. Waller                                         

2. APOLOGIES (accepted) 

Ward Councillor K. Bool 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None 

4. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

There were no questions other then the planned presentation by Anglian Water, taken under ‘Any Other 

Business’. 

5. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 2 NOVEMBER 2020 

The Minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 

6. MATTERS ARISING (not covered by other items) 

Social Media policy; Cllr Canham will email Councillors a draft policy for consideration. 

Mollys Field/benches; Cllr Canham reported the damaged benches in Mollys field had been repaired, and  

that, the painters will carry out the decoration once weather conditions are drier.  

Noticeboard; The estimated delivery of the graphic panel is the week commencing 14/12/2020. The 

outstanding payment of £480 for art work will be paid once the panel is received. 

Village Christmas tree; The meeting agreed this should be added to the April 2021 Agenda for further 

consideration next year. 

7. PLANNING 

a) Medical Centre; The meeting discussed the proposal to site temporary building in the Medical 

Centre carpark (to provide further consulting facilities). EPC supported the proposal. 

b) Planning Application; 2020/1158/FUL 35 Main Street, LE15 8PR. 

EPC supports the points succinctly made by the Empingham resident in School Lane. 

EPC objects to the application on the grounds that it neither protects or enhances the historic 

assets or their setting and does not maintain the character of identified features of the 

Conservation Area (CA). 

35 Main Street is a significant and important site in the village at the junction with Crocket Lane. 

The land and properties to the south of the site are within the CA. The boundary of the CA is at the 

eastern side of Crocket Lane. The modern dwellings on the west side of Crocket Lane through to the 

rear of dwellings on Church Street were excluded from the CA when it was reappraised in 2014 and 

restricted to the historic core of the village. 

This application proposes to replace a three bedroomed bungalow built in the last century with a 

hipped roof (not the norm for the village at the time being more complicated and more expensive 

than a simple pitched roof) on a large open plot providing front and rear gardens.  

The proposed replacement is a two storey four bedroomed house with a standard roof and a single 

storey extending to the boundary of the property at Crocket Lane plus garages with rooms to the 1st 

floor at the rear of the house. Outside space is extremely limited. It is crammed into 25% of the 

whole site at 35 Main Street.  
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EPC appreciates the design seeks to fit in with some established buildings but by taking in some 

features such as the later Ancaster estate houses (e.g. at 25 Main street) it misses the prime feature 

of no windows at 1st floor level overlooking Main Street. It would also not complement 37 Main  

Street, the Medical Centre or, on the opposite of the road, the Methodist Church and thatched 

cottages at 20 and 22 Main Street as well as the semi- detached dwellings at 24 and 26 Main Street.  

The roof line of the proposed house would be significantly higher than the present dwelling, the 

barn on the site and other dwellings on the same side of Main Street e.g. 23- 31,37 Main Street and 

the Medical Centre. It would be prominent and dominate the immediate street scene. The main 

part of the proposed dwelling with a standard pitched roof would present a solid structure 

blocking, or seriously limiting, the outlook to trees and listed buildings in the CA behind the 

property. The CA is on the natural valley slope and makes the village largely hidden and unobtrusive 

in the landscape.  

The replacement building should not be allowed to dominate this area of Main Street. The three 

pairs of semi-detached Ancaster estate houses at 21-31 Main Street are believed to be the last 

serious development under the family estate signalling the end of that era. The site at 35 Main 

Street was for many years used for business purposes operating out of the Barn on the site. There 

was also a business property, the garage adjacent to the barn (recently restored by the owner) on 

land at 37 Main Street. Most of the site at 33 was open without significant buildings. The domestic 

dwelling was not built until the late 1950s/early1960s. Any replacement should take account of the 

essential character of the Empingham Village CA.    

Some attention may have been given to the structure of buildings. But it is not the only issue. 

Important buildings would be listed. Conservation Areas have a different, broader remit to protect 

areas. This includes the quirks of time and, in part, is a record of the development of the area over 

time. The essential character of the Empingham Village Conservation Area is OPEN, SOFT, 

SPACIOUS, GREEN and RURAL with buildings at a low density generally set back behind front 

gardens with rear gardens and space between buildings. 

This application in the current form is not consistent with the CA.  

To approve this application would also make a mockery of the 2014 reappraisal of the CA that 

removed from the original 1975 CA the modern properties on the west side of Crocket Lane, 

including the estate of detached houses in reconstituted stone to resemble older properties. 

 

Planning Application; 2020/1244/FUL 35 Main Street LE15 8PR 

Empingham Parish Council (EPC) considered this application and has no objection in principle, to 

improving and changing the use this property in the centre of the village conservation area (CA), 

providing the development is consistent with the essential character of the CA. This application 

does not meet that requirement. 

EPC objects to the application on the grounds that it is not consistent with essential character of 

the CA as open, spacious, green and rural. 

EPC’s specific objections include;-    

Extending the existing buildings within less than a quarter of the site would make the site appear 

cramped,  

Creating a three bedroomed house with extremely limited outside space, 

Making inadequate provision for vehicle parking and turning, 
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Exacerbating on road parking problems in that area of the village. 

EPC consider it would be sensible for all interested parties to consider specific planning applications 

within an overall plan for development of the whole site at 35 Main Street. 

Residents, not in the immediate vicinity of 35 Main Street, have already expressed concerns that 

development of the site would adversely affect the ambience of Main Street.  

c) Local Plan 

Ward Councillor G. Waller informed the meeting that RCC had advised her that they did not intend 

to change the timetable for the submission of the Local Plan.  

8. FINANCE 

After a brief discussion EPC noted the financial reports (at appendix A & B), approved the budget for 

2021/2022, and agreed a precept of £5000 should be sought for 2021/2022. 

9. HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & TRAFFIC 

Councillor Canham circulated a report on her meeting with the RCC portfolio holder for highways to Cllrs 

on 5 December 2020. She further advised the meeting RCC will carry out hydro blasting in the winter 

months to bring the texture back to the road surface on Grantham Lane. 

Cllr Canham will continue to keep EPC informed on any Highway matters. 

10. CEMETERY 

Action of long term maintenance is ongoing. 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

At this point four Anglian Water representatives joined the meeting. 

The Chairman suspended standing orders so that the representatives could bring the council up-to-date 

with plans to install solar panels near the dam at Rutland water, and give a power point presentation. 

The representatives advised there would be a public consultation in spring 2021. 

 

Ward Councillor G. Waller said it would be ‘good governance’ to include ‘Correspondence’ as a future 

Agenda item.  

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETNG 

Provisionally 13 January 2021 at 7pm. 

  

 

  

 
 

Date: 

Signed: 
Acting Chairman of Empingham Parish Council 
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Appendix A 

 
 

EMPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC) FINANCE REPORT NOVEMBER 2020   

  Balance reconciled with the bank at  4 November 2020 £53,689.54   

Unpresented Cheques    

Date Chq no Description NET VAT GROSS 

16/09/2020 101503 ICO (Data Protection) £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 

11/11/2020 101515 Photocopying-Stamford Methodist Church £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 

12/11/2020 101516 HMRC Employers NI Contribution £10.91 £0.00 £10.91 

12/11/2020 101517 Bancroft Consulting £2,500.00 £500.00 £3,000.00 

12/11/2020 101518 G.Cooper & Sons. Bench repairs £90.00 £18.00 £108.00 

17/11/2020 101519 Clerks Salary Oct-Nov 2020 £558.90 £0.00 £558.90 

23/11/2020 101520 Empingham Primary-solar panels deemed export £234.89 £0.00 £234.89 

  Total £3,454.70 £518.00 £3,972.70 

Income      

Date      

23/11/2020 Envill Additional Memoral Inscription £56.00   

23/11/2021 Green Additional Memoral Inscription £56.00   

23/11/2022 Thraves Cemetery Bench donation £334.16   

23/11/2023 Stabler Exclusive Rights of Burial Plot E218 & Interment £430.00   

23/11/2020 SSE Solar Panels generation £1,649.64   

  Total £2,525.80   

      

  Estimated Balance as at 24 November 2020 £52,242.64   
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Appendix B 
 

 

EXPENDITURE TO 26 NOVEMBER AGAINST BUDGET 2020/21  

     

  Commitment 

NET 

Expenditure Available 

COSTS Budget Outstanding   Budget 

Staff Costs £8,000.00   £4,990.56 £3,009.44 

EPC Administration Costs £3,000.00   £1,793.97 £1,206.03 

Parish Running Costs £5,000.00   £3,090.39 £1,909.61 

Play Field £1,000.00   £279.50 £720.50 

Contributions, Grants & Investments £10,000.00   £550.00 £9,450.00 

Cemetery £3,000.00   £1,829.16 £1,170.84 

Specialist Advice & Assistance £10,000.00   £5,500.00 £4,500.00 

Contingencey £2,500.00     £2,500.00 

Elections       £0.00 

Total £42,500.00 £0.00 £18,033.58 £24,466.42 

     

INCOME Budget Received   

Precept 15000 15000   

Government Grant (Covid) 0 10000   

RCC Grant Ground Maintenance £3,000.00 £0.00   

Other £500.00 £1,649.64   

Cemetery £2,000.00 £1,712.16   

Total £20,500.00 £28,361.80   

VAT (2020/21 to be recovered) to date £2,389.25    

 


