EMPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC)
Draft Minutes of the (virtual) Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 13 January 2021
The meeting commenced from 7pm, and finished at 8.45pm
1. PRESENT
Councillors; V. Pheasant (Chairman), H. Canham, J. Corby, D. Duffin, N. Newton, P. Ecclestone and the Clerk
Ward Councillors; G. Waller and K. Bool
Three Members of the public (including two Woolfox Country Club representatives)
2. APOLOGIES (accepted)
None
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
4. PUBLIC QUESTIONS
In order to facilitate conversation, the Chairman suspended standing orders for this item on the Agenda.
PFA Grant Request
The Chairman of the Parent and Family Association who had previously emailed a request for financial
assistance to “provide support to our Parish school and children of the Parish in these difficult times.
Providing parity and access to online learning for all those who need it. We would like to propose a request
to Empingham Parish Council for a £1500 donation to the PFA, to which the PFA would also donate £250.
This would be for the provision of hardware, beyond the 1 confirmed from the DFE, to ensure no child is
left without the necessary resources to learn in our parish at a time such as this. This in addition supports
across the whole community who are feeling the burden having to juggle many different roles, in each and
every household, at this current time. This would be welcome support, from the Parish Council into the
community, at a time when it’s needed most.
If the PFA choose to donate the hardware after this period of challenge, they will remain the property of
Empingham Primary School to continue to be of great use for the school and the children of this parish
community”.
EPC considered the request carefully and agreed a grant of £1500 on the basis that if the hardware was
eventually donated to Empingham Primary School, it should remain a resource for the children of
Empingham Parish.
Woolfox Golf and Country Club development proposal.
In advance of meeting EPC councillors had been provided with copies of a Design and Access Statement
and a Planning Statement for the proposed development.
The Chairman said that the councillors were not “planners” but should have a reasonable understanding of
those papers. He invited the WG&CC representatives Chris Riddle, owner, and Neil Osborn, Planning
Consultant, to provide further information about the proposed development.
Chris Riddle said he welcomed the opportunity to discuss the proposals with, and provide further
background information to Empingham Parish Council (the first of several local Parishes approached to
respond to the WG&CC). His family had purchased the former 18 hole Rutland County Golf Club in the
knowledge that it was struggling. The site did however present an opportunity for the family to create a
sustainable family business in the leisure sector that would be a family legacy. He emphasised the longterm nature of the development probably over the next twenty years.
Significant expenditure had already been incurred to secure appropriate professional and technical
appraisals (e.g. arboriculture, landscape, drainage, highways, acoustics, and ecology) to develop the
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proposal to use the southern part of the present golf course (representing slightly in excess of 50% of the
entire site) to create a leisure complex of 60 high quality holiday lodges (in a mix of 3,4 and 5 bedroom
lodges providing a total of up to 450 beds) sited strategically around five lakes. Central leisure facilities, e.g.
gym, swimming pool, yoga studio, convenience store and some staff accommodation will be created at the
existing clubhouse and barns area.
Implementation of the development would be staged over several years. WG&CC has already issued the
golf fees for 2021/22 and the owners have assured members that the 18 hole course will remain at least
until the end of that year. Chris Riddle has also had informal discussions with residents of Hardwick
Cottages about the proposed development.
EPC noted WG&CC took advice from pre-application discussions with RCC and others e.g. the Highways
Agency. The original proposals were modified resulting in the current proposed development.
Planning issues raised in discussion included;EPC would, of course, seek to protect the interests of residents in the immediate vicinity who enjoy the
relatively isolated quiet location in open countryside,
the loss of a community resource of an 18 hole golf course enjoyed by Rutland residents as well as
residents of other areas in the region (e.g. Bourne, the Deepings and Corby Glen),
reduction of the current 18 hole golf course to, at most, 11 holes would probably amount to change of use,
there is emphasis on health and exercise but it would be helpful to confirm, or otherwise, the facilities
would cater for the less able bodied clients e.g. in wheelchairs,
in, or near, the new grounds maintenance building toilets might be provided for use by golfers since that
building would effectively be at the start and end of the reduced golf facility remote from the clubhouse
and other central facilities,
the proposals do not indicate linkage of the onsite facilities to the network existing facilities e.g. footpaths
and bridle ways,
WG&CC is intended to be a fully managed operation employing significantly more staff than at present timeshare is not envisaged,
the proposals do not seem consistent on the one hand forecasting little increase in traffic but on the other
only planning to provide most central facilities until 7pm (inferring the users of the luxury lodges are
unlikely to want to venture out in the evening to visit local restaurants etc),
except for the driving range the overall impression is creation of a self-contained holiday facility
independent of, and not seeking to encourage exploring other delights of Rutland,
this development is not linked or associated with the possible creation of a “Garden Village” of about 7,500
dwellings at Woolfox Depot,
whilst WG&CC indicate implementation will be carefully planned and undertaken in stages it would be
helpful to set this out in a provisional plan including when the extensive groundworks might commence.
EPC has not seen the professional and technical reports supporting the proposed development. Several
non-issues were raised during discussion including;previous owners tried to grow trees at many areas on the current golf course over many years with no
success and special efforts may be needed to ensure the planned landscape programme is effective,
in the papers seen by EPC there is no mention of the herd of wild deer that are regular visitors to the golf
course,
since extensive groundworks are planned consideration should be given to use of Ground Source Heat
Pumps and/or mini wind turbines for the development,
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at some time, hopefully in the near future, the Highways Agency will probably be forced to upgrade the A1
(in particular the sections between Peterborough and Colsterworth) and WG&CC may wish to ensure this is
taken into account e.g. in relation to the acoustics of the site,
limiting public access to only the driving range may be short sighted in so far as it might limit potential
sources of income for the central facilities (and would also probably alienate golf club members and local
residents),
doubts were raised about the viability of the proposals,
an assessment of risk or possible consequences of failure would be useful.
At this point Chris Riddle thanked EPC for the useful discussion and hoped there would be continuing
dialogue. He and Neil Osborn then left the meeting.
Tenure of shared ownership housing
The Parish Council considered affordable housing in the village, particularly shared ownership. The two areas with
shared ownership, Beckworth and Bayleys, have different legal agreements and Longhurst are keen for both to be
governed by the Rural Exception Scheme. This will benefit residents as it will make it easier for them to sell their
share (Longhurst would buy the share) and would be better in terms of helping young people locally get a start on
the housing ladder as Longhurst would market the house with a 25% share regardless of the share the previous
owner had accrued. The Parish Council had no objections to Beckworth moving onto the Rural Exception Scheme
(which Bayleys already is) provided individual owners/tenants were content.

5. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 9 DECEMBER 2020
The Minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting.
6. MATTERS ARISING (not covered by other items)
Social Media policy; Cllr Canham reported this is ongoing.
7. PLANNING
a) Planning Applications received prior to the date of this meeting
EPC noted that the conservation officer had indicated he did not agree with EPC comments in respect
of application 2020/1244/FUL 35 Main Street.
b) Local Plan
Cllr Newton reported that at a meeting of the Parish Forum, the deputy leader of RCC had stated that
the responses to the recent Reg19 consultation on the Local Plan would be published on the RCC
website, together with the responses from RCC. It appears that there will be no open Council
discussion on these responses. EPC regard this as a dreadful piece of governance and an insult to the
over 150 villagers who responded.
Ward Councillor G. Waller advised the meeting that the RCC ‘Growth Infrastructure and Resources
Scrutiny Committee’ would be considering the responses to the Local Plan in order to see if there were
themes to be picked up for the Future Rutland visioning work RCC is about to embark on. If the Council
reviews the responses at this stage and want to make and changes, the process would then be to start
at Regulation 18 which would delay establishing a Local Plan by at least 18 months thus risking RCC
being left with insufficient land allocated for housing which would allow a developer to put forward any
land in Rutland- this is a risk no Council would want to take. It would also be an expensive process.
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If the responses received at Regulation 19 stage indicate and development proposed in the Plan should
not take place, or should be changed, the Inspector will make recommendation which the Council will
then consider.
c) A606
Cllr Newton reported that he had raised the issue with our member of parliament about the A606
being part of the strategic road network.
8. FINANCE
The reports (previously circulated by email) at Appendix A and B were noted.
9. HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & TRAFFIC
Progress Report
Councillor Canham circulated a report prior to the meeting:
a) Entrance to Mollysfield; Ongoing
b) February’s entry for the parish magazine has been submitted.
c) Outstanding issues on fix my street;
Sink Hole/Pothole reported 11/01/2021 on Main Street close to Willoughby Drive (School End), Abandoned
Vehicle reported 28/12/2020,
Uneven Road reported 15/12/2020, this was being investigated around the 17th December 2020, no further
action so far.
A606 Stamford Rd – Speed reduction measures and pedestrian safety
RCC Highway (Paul Slater)’s e-mail of 4 January 2001 invited EPC to comment on traffic calming measures
to reduce the speed of traffic approaching Empingham village from the Stamford direction.
The proposals are similar to, and should enhance, the traffic calming measures recommended in
ITCP-2019-45 for the Whitwell Road section of the A606 (approved by HTWG in the postponed March 2020
meeting and to be implemented). Marking the road surface at Stamford Road at the 40mph sign with a
Gateway Delta on red High Friction Surface and 40mph roundel with Dragons Teeth markings to the east
would give earlier warning, and emphasise to drivers the speed restrictions on the approach to the village.
EPC supports the proposed improvement.
EPC’s response should also refer to;EPC’s belief that the 40mph buffer zone wold be more effective if it was further east (towards Stamford).
EPC’s ongoing concern about pedestrians crossing the a606.
The Clerk will advise RCC accordingly, copying to Councillors.
10. CEMETERY
The Clerk has arranged to meet a (previously recommended by Edith Weston PC) Handy Man to discuss
maintenance work at the Cemetery on Friday 22nd January.
11. CORRESPONDENCE
05/01/2021 December Crime Report received from the Rutland South beat officer.
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Councillor Canham advised the meeting a member of public had made an enquiry about whether it was
permitted to use a path near the northern end of Loves Lane. Ward Councillor G. Waller advised EPC to
contact RCC about this matter. Councillor Canham will take this forward.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETNG
Provisionally 10 February 2021 at 7pm.

Date:

Signed:
Chairman of Empingham Parish Council
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………08.02.21
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EMPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC)
Expenditure to 13 January against Budget 2021

Commitment
COSTS

Budget

NET
Expenditure

Outstanding

Available
Budget

Staff Costs

£8,000.00

£5,547.26

£2,452.74

EPC Administration Costs

£3,000.00

£1,948.84

£1,051.16

Parish Running Costs

£5,000.00

£5,764.14

-£764.14

Play Field

£1,000.00

£339.50

£660.50

Contributions, Grants & Investments

£10,000.00

£550.00

£9,450.00

Cemetery

£3,000.00

£2,435.16

£564.84

Specialist Advice & Assistance

£10,000.00

£5,500.00

£4,500.00

Contingencey

£2,500.00

£2,500.00

Elections

£0.00
Total

INCOME
Precept
Government Grant (Covid)
RCC Grant Ground Maintenance
Other
Cemetery
Total

£42,500.00

£0.00

Budget

Received

15000

15000

0

10000

£3,000.00

£0.00

£500.00

£1,414.75

£2,000.00

£1,712.16

£20,500.00

£28,126.91

VAT (2020/21 to be recovered) to date £2,985.18
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£22,084.90

£20,415.10

EMPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL (EPC)
Finance Report January 2021
Balance reconciled with the bank at 4 December 2020

£52,518.25

Expenditure
NET

VAT

GROSS

16/09/2020 101505 ICO

£40.00

£0.00

£40.00

16/12/2020 101521 Donation to the Royal British Legion

£50.00

£0.00

£50.00

16/12/2020 101522 Zoom

£119.90

£23.98

£143.88

16/12/2020 101523 Biffa grass cutting 01/09/20-22/10/20

£1,657.25

£331.45

£1,988.70

16/12/2020 101524 Buildrite

£1,202.50

£240.50

£1,443.00

16/12/2020 101525 Graphics Board

£480.00

£0.00

£480.00

16/12/2020 101526 Stationary

£34.97

£0.00

£34.97

16/12/2020 101527 Clerk: Travel Expenses

£17.10

£0.00

£17.10

16/12/2020 101528 Clerk: Salary

£539.60

£0.00

£539.60

Total

£4,141.32

£595.93

£4,737.25

Balance reconciled with bank at 4 January 2021

£47,781.00

NET

VAT

GROSS

£234.89

£0.00

£234.89

Date

Chq no

Description

Unpresented Cheques
Date

Chq no

Description

23/11/2020 101520 Empingham Primary-solar panels deemed export
Estimated balance as at 13/01/21
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£47546.11

